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He and his father-in-law, Isaac Norris, Speaker of
the Assembly, became the leaders against the
change, and Franklin and Joseph Galloway, the
latter afterwards a prominent loyalist in the Re-
volution, were the leading advocates of the change.

The whole subject was thoroughly thrashed out
in debates in the Assembly and in pamphlets of very
great ability and of much interest to students of co-
lonial history and the growth of American ideas of
liberty. It must be remembered that this was the
year 1764, on the eve of the Revolution. British
statesmen were planning a system of more rigorous
control of the colonies; and the advisability of a
stamp tax was under consideration. Information of
all these possible changes had reached the colonies.
Dickinson foresaw the end and warned the people.
Franklin and the Quaker party thought there was
no danger and that the mother country could be
implicitly trusted.

Dickinson warned the people that the British
Ministry were starting special regulations for new
colonies and "designing the strictest reformations
in the old." It would be a great relief, he ad-
mitted, to be rid of the pettiness of the proprie-
tors, and it might be accomplished some time in
the future; but not now. The proprietary system